
How to Read Literature Like a Professor BINGO

Every trip is a 

quest

Fairy tales or 

mythology 

Political 

realities 

Geography; 

direction of 

travel 

Flight / falling

Eating together = 

communion

Weather Christ figure Seasons, holidays Shakespeare or the 

Bible

Ghost / vampire = 

monster 

Hero’s best friend 

dies 

Birthmarks, 

imperfections

Irony trumps 

everything

Intertextuality Meaningful 

violence

It’s all about sex 

-- except sex

“Blindness” Liminal spaces 

Symbol / allegory Water / rebirth / 

baptism

Disease and 

Illness
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